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Greetings from the
President
Joanne Arellanes

There are not enough hours in the day! I am considering
circulating a petition to place an additional hour on the November
ballot that would allow us to sit back, take a deep breath, imbibe
a soothing beverage of choice, and engage in some enjoyable
activity each day. Summer break is on the horizon, but until then,
there are many “to do’s” that await!

Neema’s Reason to
Smile
What’s in your dream basket?
“Neema’s is full of big dreams,
like becoming a scientist, an
inventor, or a teacher.
Neema’s Reason to Smile is the
story of Neema, a young
Kenyan girl who dreams of one
day being able to afford to go
to school. Slowly, and with
great purpose, Neema makes a
plan to save money in her
dream basket and make her
dream come true. One day, a
mysterious young girl skips
down the street wearing a red
skirt and white shirt. Soon, she
guides Neema all the way to a
new school.”
(lightswitchlearning.com)
“

Even so, on the lovely spring evening of April 25th SARA was
privileged to recognize 16 inspirational educators at the Dr.
Barbara Schmidt Lighthouse for Literacy awards dinner (Read
more in a separate article). Librarians, Literacy Team, and
individuals shared their ideas, hearts and minds with all in
attendance. We applauded, cheered, laughed and even shed a
few private tears as they shared their stories. I am reminded that
all of you out there are inspiring others in so many ways. SARA
thanks you!
Check out our brand new website sacareadreading.com! Thanks
to Morgan McAllister our baby has been born! Its name is a
shortened version of Sacramento Area Reading Association—easy
to remember. Our goal for the site is to provide access to SARA
events, activities, and information more efficiently, but we want
the site to be a 2-way street. What would you like to see on it? Do
you have student work or good ideas that you are excited to share?
Would you prefer to receive your newsletter in color by email?
How about recommendations for sites, programs, books, etc.?
Help us to build!
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Check off your registration for SARA’s Fall Conference on November 3, 2018 by sending
in the form for EARLY REGISTRATION. The flyer for the event appears in this
newsletter. For only $30 you and your colleagues will spend the day with the
outstanding speakers secured by Rosemary Rankin. With the current heavy focus on
ELD standards and “Depth of Knowledge” for the 2018-19 school year, this is a
professional development opportunity you won’t want to miss! If you didn’t participate
in the drawing for an author visit at SARA’s March Writers’ Showcase which was won
by Williamson Elementary in Rancho Cordova, you will have another opportunity at the
Fall Conference raffle.
On June 2 our SARA board will have a breakfast meeting from 9-11 to plan events for
the 2018-2019 year. Do you have suggestions or changes for our activities. Have you
been entertaining a burning idea for children or teachers that you would like to see
implemented for teachers, children, or the community, but you don’t have the personal
energy to organize it. Please share your thoughts with us by coming to our meeting
(We are not scary.) at my home, 2317 Pinturo Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 or
email me at arellanesr@csus.edu. Meanwhile, soldier on to the year’s end, and sign
my petition for that extra hour of personal peace.

sacareareading.com
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JOANNE’S BOOK NOOK-SUMMER 2018
With my passion for children’s literature, I continue to add to my
collection of books. I recommend Brian Selznick’s (Caldecott Medal
creator of The Invention of Hugo Cabret and Wonderstruck, both of
which were adapted into movies) and David Serlin’s collaboration,
Baby Monkey, Private Eye. Told in elaborate illustrations and minimal
prose, the humorous investigations of its main character are suitable
for all ages. Not just for children, Baby Monkey will bring smiles to a
friend struggling with a prolonged illness or another coping with life
changes. Linger together over the detailed illustrations, smile, and
experience the warmth of the natural conclusion.
Order two books by Erin Dealey to use in your classroom next fall or
just to share with any child. Babies Come From Airports is a picture
book depicting a multi-cultural, multi-racial family whose children
arrive on planes from distant lands. It is a joyful story of acceptance
and togetherness in these days of division and vitriol.
Dealey’s second book is K is for Kindergarten. Appropriate for
teachers, parents, grandparents, each engagingly illustrated page
shares a letter in rhyme. In each side bar is a Kinder Challenge, a task
to accomplish, and a Kinder Countdown activity to do to prepare or
practice for Kindergarten. Of course, any may be used in the
classroom.
While we focus these days on the achievements of girls and women,
let’s not forget the boys. Two books by Kwame Alexander make
excellent summer reading. His Newbery Award winner Crossover and
its prequel, Rebound, tell compelling and exciting stories in prose
poetry that sometimes launches into rap. While both books center on
basketball, there is more to read than the sparse words on each page.
Underlying stories deal with the personal struggles and tragedies of
families. Alexander is a funny, creative, enthusiastic human who got
his start with his Book-in-a-Day writing and publishing program begun
as a substitute teacher. When I was privileged to attend his
presentation at the Nashville Southern Book Festival, he danced, sang,
and recited. That energy comes through on the pages of his books.
Don’t miss them.
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The Executive Board 2017/2018

PRESIDENT - Joanne Arellanes
arellanesr@csus.edu.
TREASURER & PAST PRESIDENT
Judy Miranda
judymmiranda@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP - Suzy Landuyt
slanduyt@sanjuan.edu

RECORDING SECRETARY
Christine Squires
chrissi.sara1021@gmail.com
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Meetings
Board meetings are open to everyone. Please join us! We value your input.

Meetings:

2nd Saturday of the month

Time:

9:00 – 11:00

Location:

Monthly locations to be announced

Writers and aspiring-writers! Would you be
interested in creating and compiling our
newsletters? Please call or email
chrissi.sara1021@gmail.com
Or
(916) 996-2108

Every
Member
Counts
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SACRAMENTO AREA READING ASSOCIATION

Sacramento Area Reading Association
In partnership with

San Juan Unified School District Presents

Reading

Writing

Comprehension

Poetry

Writing
Dr. Gretchen Bernabei, Dr. Silvia
Reyes, Sharon Zinke

November 3, 2018
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. (Sign-in is from 8:00 – 8:30 a.m.)
Del Dayo Elementary School, 1301 McClaren Drive, Carmichael CA 95608
$30.00 Early Registration Fee (through September 7) $40.00 Registration Fee (after September 7)
includes breakfast and lunch
6 Hrs. PD honored by your district as directed
We will also have special drawings for $100 Visa cards, wine food baskets, 3 days/2 nights
Lake Tahoe and more!
Contact Rosemary Rankin at 916-486-1584 for more information
Please send your check (payable to Sacramento Area Reading Association)
along with the tear off below to:
Sacramento Area Reading Association, P.O. BOX 60765, SACRAMENTO, CA 95860

"- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - I would like to register for the November 3, 2018 Conference
Name:
________________________________________________________________District: ______________________________
Home email: _________________________________________________________School: _______________________________
# of tickets _________ Names of attendees: _______________________________________________________________
I would like my lunch to be: [ ] vegetarian

[ ] gluten free
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Meet the Conference Speakers
Gretchen Bernabei has taught school for over 28 years and is the author
of many books such as “Why We Must Run with Scissors”,” Voice
Lessons In Persuasive Writing”, The Good Writer’s Guide”, “Trail of
Breadcrumbs” ‘Crunch Time” and many others. She lives now in San
Antonio, Texas with her husband and two children
Sharon Zinke is a literacy development and reading intervention
specialist and author. She has worked extensively with elementary, middle
school and high school students struggling with reading. Most recently,
she has worked with elementary and middle schools in the Bay Area to
quickly raise the decoding and word recognition levels of student at
multiple grade levels. She teaches courses at the University of California,
Berkley and works with classroom teachers, literacy coaches, and special
education teachers to plan effective classroom strategies for struggling readers. Her new
program is called “Rime Time” has been very successful with students of all ages.
Silvia Reyes served as a member of the Expert Panel for the development of the California
English Language development Standards and the Curriculum framework and Evaluation Criteria
Committee for the California State Department of Education. She is a
well-known national consultant in the areas of curriculum design, staff
development, and parent involvement. In collaboration with the
Council of Chief State School Officers, and the California Department of
Education, Silvia coordinated the Spanish translation and linguistic
augmentation of the Common Core State Standards.

sacareareading.com
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Lighthouse for Literacy Event-2018
On a balmy March 25th evening at the Casa Garden restaurant, SARA honored 16 award winners
at the annual Dr. Barbara Schmidt Lighthouse for Literacy event. Truly a celebration of
dedication and innovation, the event focused on educators from Folsom Cordova and Elk Grove
districts. Those honored with a complimentary dinner, certificate, and SARA membership were
Cynthia Wood-Kilmer

Teacher, Gr. 2 Joseph Sims Elementary School

Reading Coaches from John Reith Elementary School:

EGUSD
EGUSD

Danielle, Ring, Kristen Mullikin, Karen Condie, Matthew Phillips
Frankie Arata

Library Clerk Oak Chan Elementary

Suzanne Borth

Academic Coach

Annie Gervais

ELA/ELD Teacher Mills Middle School

FCUSD

W. E. Mitchell IB Middle School FCUSD

Intervention Team from Cordova Villa Elementary School

FCUSD
FCUSD

Sarah David, Denice Auzins, Teresa Christensen, Lauren Kurtz, Courtney Morales
Terry Hio

Teacher, Gr. 2

Blanche Sprentz Elementary

FCUSD

Katrina Schachtely Intervention Teacher

Navigator Elementary School

FCUSD

Angela Juline

Williamson Elementary School FCUSD

Librarian

As honorees shared their heartwarming stories, guests applauded, laughed, cheered, and even
shed a few tears. All agreed the evening was truly memorable and one of the most outstanding
Lighthouse dinners ever.

sacareareading.com
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Sacramento Area Reading Association
P.O. Box 60765
Sacramento, CA 95860

